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AIM 
To instruct the trainee to safely operate and demonstrate the use of various types of Mast 
Climbing Work Platforms (MCWP).  To include all aspects of operating the MCWP, the assembly 
of the platform and controlling/safety devices, installation of mast and ties, and movement 
of the machine.   
 
Further to have knowledge of any local regulations relating to the supply and use of MCWP’s, 
risk assessments and method statements, and to be capable of final assembly visual and 
functional checks. 
 
COURSE ENTRY CRITERIA 
As the assembly and use of MCWP’s can be physically demanding, users should be physically 
fit and in good health and should, generally, not have problems with eyesight or hearing, 
heart disease, high blood pressure, epilepsy, fear of heights/vertigo, giddiness/difficulty 
with balance, impaired limb function, alcohol or drug dependence or psychiatric illness. 
 
If you have any problems with literacy or language comprehension, or have any doubts about 
your fitness to use MCWP’s, you must bring them to the attention of your employer. This need 
not preclude you from using MCWP’s, provided your employer conducts an assessment and is 
able to put into place adequate measures, to take account of any difficulties you may have.  
If any modules required for this application have been completed more than two years prior 
to application, then the theory tests for those modules (if any) should be retaken and re-
assessed. 
 
TRAINING MODULES 
A total of 21 modules are required. 
 
COURSE DURATION 
It is suggested that training and assessment of the required modules would take 5 days for 
trainees with some previous experience of working with MCWP’s or the installation of powered 
vertical access equipment. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Will be by both theoretical and practical tests, with a pass requiring an achievement of at 
least 80% in each assessment. The assessments from each module will be reviewed with the 
candidate at the end of training to allow feedback and comments. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
At the end of the course the candidate will be: 

 Aware of the relevant local Health and Safety regulations, standards, codes and 
guidance for the design, supply, use and management of MCWP’s 

 Capable of the safe operation of a MCWP 
 Aware of, and able to use, the correct emergency procedures and systems of a MCWP 

to enable its safe operation in an emergency 
 Capable of carrying out pre-use/daily checks 
 Capable of carrying out weekly inspections 
 Able to retrieve information from user/manufacturers manuals/safety guidance 
 Capable of assessing the suitability of ground conditions and correctly setting up 

the MCWP base 
 Capable of maneuvering a MCWP safely, along a fixed course including corners able 

to handle, erect and dismantle mast sections safely 
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 Able to removal and reinstall a stability/Top tie and check the security of tie and 
anchors 

 Aware and familiar with the content of relevant local Health and Safety 
regulations, standards, codes and guidance for the design, supply, use and 
management of MCWP’s 

 Able to read and understand risk assessments and method statements, and extract 
relevant information from them 

 Capable of correctly assembling a platform, complete with any necessary extensions, 
and carrying out a load test 

 Capable of setting up and adjust platform levelling devices 
 Capable of installing necessary guarding 
 Conversant with the function of all electrical safety devices, any associated 

activation ramps etc and how they are connected. Capable of the correction 
connection for twin machines, and the positioning an security of cabling 

 Capable of installing and testing a standard configuration tie and its anchors 
 Understand the basic erection and diamante procedures, and associated hazards, for 

both single and twin masted MCWP’s 
 Complete a final appraisal involving the erection of a twin masted machine 

including one tie per mast 
 Able to undertake visual and functional checks after final assembly 

 


